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Agenda

By Steve Brauner
The government’s decision to
replace Britain’s nuclear deter-
rent could secure the future of
the defence industry in the
North West for the next 30
years.

And the prospective £14bn
o r d e r  f o r  a  f l e e t  o f  n e w
submarines has been greeted
with particular enthusiasm in
Barrow-in-Furness, where the
future of the town’s shipyard is
at stake. 

There are still uncertainties.
The issue may go back to the
House  o f  Commons  f o r  a
further vote and it may be that
only three submarines wil l
r e p l a c e  t h e  c u r r e n t  f o u r
Vanguard Class boats due to be
taken out of service in the
2020s. 

But a decision had to be
made because of the need to
get on with designing highly
complex vessels, which are
expected to be in service until
the 2050s. The lead t ime
between the initial concept and
the first operational patrol is
reckoned to be 17 years.

Design occupies around 800
of the Barrow yard’s 3,600
workforce. Owner BAE Systems
warned that without a prompt

Medical Device Innovations
(MDI), based at Daresbury, is the
March winner of the 2007
Merseyside Innovations Awards.
The company is developing a
device for life-saving treatment in
emergency situations.

Pneumothorax is a life-threat-
ening condition that can occur in
road traffic accidents where there
is a chest wound and can lead
to death within minutes. While
there are already devices in use,
these need assembling before
use and can prove difficult in
emergency situations. MDI’s
Thoraquik is a fit-for-purpose
device that does not require any
pre-assembly. 

Inventor Dr Ia in McNei l ,
medical director for the Surrey
and Kent Ambulance Services,
hopes that all ambulances in the
UK will carry the device. Tom
K ink  o f  MD I  s a i d :  “Many  
ingenious inventions never get
developed due to the difficulty
for clinicians to receive funding
and support to develop their
ideas.  We have a growing
network of engineering and
manufacturing companies in the
region to support us in the 
development.”

The awards are open to indi-
viduals or companies with fewer
than 50 employees in  the
Merseyside region, with a great

idea that is innovative, has
commercial potential and will
have an impact on the region.
They will be eligible to win
£10,000 cash, £4,000 of legal,
business, accounting or design
consu l tancy ,  suppor t  f rom
leading business advisers and
publicity for the idea. 

Each month a winner will be
selected to join the shortlist
before the grand final in July,
where three finalists will show-
case their products and an
overall winner will be selected
and the major prize presented w

For further information visit
www.merseysideinnovation-
awards.co.uk

decision skills would be lost
and Britain might even lose the
capabi l i ty to bui ld nuclear
submarines.

The fragility of the submarine
skills base and supply chain
has  been  e xposed  by  t he
cur ren t  As tu te  p rog ramme
underway at Barrow. Long
delays on the Astute led to the
loss of key workers and BAE
had to bring in a large team of
specialists from US submarine
maker Electric Boat to help get
the programme back on track.

Manufacturing of the new
missile subs will not start until
around 2015. By then the UK’s
submarine industry could look
very different.

BAE has launched a bid for
DML,  wh i ch  ope ra t e s  t he
Devonport  dockyard where
submarines are refitted. Until
now DML has been responsible
for refuelling submarines, a
process that involves cutting a
section out of the hull before
removing and replacing the
radioactive fuel rods.

But, starting with the Astute
class, nuclear subs will be
fuelled for life, leaving DML
with a big hole in its order
books. Removing the need for
refuelling will probably enable

the Navy to get by with three
nuclear missile subs rather
than four. One has to be at sea
at all times. The Minstry of
Defence wants to deal with one
submarine company and is
actively encouraging the inte-
gration of BAE and DML. 

D M L ’ s  e x p e r i e n c e  o f
upgrading submarines should
help to reduce manufacturing
costs, an area where Barrow
has ach ieved g rea t  th ings
u n d e r  t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  o f
manag ing  d i r ec to r  Mur ray
Easton.

The Trident decision came
just as Barrow was awaiting to

start work on a huge revamp of
its underused docks, which will
see the creation of a new yacht
marina, waterside homes and a
60-acre business park.

David Williams, manager of
Debenhams, the town’s biggest
store, expects a huge knock-on
effect on the town’s economy.
He said: “We cannot underes-
timate how important the vote
is for the whole retail business
o f  B a r r o w .  I  t h i n k  m o r e
retailers will come into the
town. It will just strengthen the
whole envi ronment we are
building in Barrow. Barrow is
on the up.” w
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